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Advisory Notice - Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme Applications

For the Attention of all Groups considering Submitting applications under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme.
This applies to all Measures - M1, M2, M3.
(Please Note: This scheme has not been launched as yet for this year. 
It will be circulated through this Network when it is launched by the Department.) 



1. All Projects must be shovel ready with all permissions in place.
 
As outlined by the Department of Rural & Community Development – projects must be shovel ready with all permissions in place, together with match funding.
Please see below project types which are NOT considered eligible under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme.
 
2. Applications under this scheme will not be accepted if Planning Permission is not in place. Planning Permission must be in place and a copy of the Grant of Permission must be submitted with all Applications. 

If Planning Permission is not in place, Groups must submit a Declaration of Exempted Development to the Planning Authority with the required detail. 
When the Planning Authority grant a decision. This decision must be submitted at the time of submission of the application under the ORIS Scheme. 
Proposals will not be accepted without the Section 5 Declaration of Exempted Development. 
Please see further information here.


3. Applications must align with Irelands National Outdoor Recreation Strategy document, please see attached link: https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/240596/8f843f7b-c08c-42eb-bc5c-f31d6bdea38b.pdf#page=null 

4. All works/projects must have evidence of adequate and comprehensive Public Liability Insurance. Evidence of Public Liability Insurance cover (€6.5m cover) and Employers Liability Insurance Cover (€13m cover) must be submitted and the applicant must submit proof of indemnification for Galway County Council against any claims arising.
Trails registered with Sport Ireland will be covered by the National Trails Insurance policy. Please see below links for further details:
https://www.sportireland.ie/outdoors/trail-development 
https://www.sportireland.ie/sites/default/files/media/document/2020-06/criteria_1.pdf

5. When considering a proposal for submission, groups must first liaise with the local Municipal Area Engineer in relation to the proposed project.

6. Match Funding – Cash Contribution – Minimum of 5% of Total Project Cost
Successful groups will be required to pay the Match Funding Cash Contribution prior to commencement of the project to Galway County Council which will then be assigned to the Project Code.

7. Match Funding – Contribution in Kind – Maximum of 5% of Total Project Cost 
If a group is considering using Contribution in Kind (CIK) as part of their proposal it must adhere to the below guidelines and must be agreed and documented prior to submission of the application. 
Please see further information here.

 






[bookmark: Projects]The following types of projects and activities, are NOT eligible under ORIS (Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme)
· Greenways in excess of 20km
· Infrastructure for commercial activities 
· Purchase/lease of land 
· Legal fees 
· Standalone outdoor gym/calisthenics workout area projects 
· Sports grounds, traditional playgrounds and Multi-Use Gaming Areas (MUGAs) 
· Works within Town Parks, marked street trails, walkways and cycleways within towns and villages except as outlined in Project Location above 
· Surfacing works to public roads 
· Refurbishment and construction of buildings (except in very exceptional and limited circumstances for projects where this would substantially improve access to, and the utilisation of, recreational resources by the wider public) 
· Walking or running tracks located in a confined space, e.g. around sports pitches or playgrounds, or within other sports grounds 
· Maintenance works on elements of trails which form a normal part of the work undertaken as part of the Walks Scheme 
· Works covered under the agreed work plans of the Walks Scheme 
· Activities which do not comply with the definition of countryside/outdoor recreation as set out above and as defined in Embracing Ireland’s Outdoors3. 
· Capacity building or training
· Ongoing operational costs 
· Costs not directly related to the project 
· Indirect costs of the project e.g. community organisation staff time spent working on the project in an administrative capacity 
· Organisation core costs, including overheads 
· Retrospective costs - activity that has already been undertaken or costs incurred prior to date of project approval 
· VAT where applicants are registered for VAT 
· Charges such as bank interest costs, fines, financial penalties, and legal dispute costs 
· Sponsorship and charitable donations 
· Depreciation 
· Notional costs e.g. lost opportunity







Maintenance, Management & Insurances

Trails must be maintained once complete. Please see below guidelines and advice in relation to ongoing management & maintenance of the trail
[bookmark: MMI]

How will the applicant provide for the ongoing maintenance of the project?
The trail proposer will be responsible for all aspects of the project. Remember that a trail requires a significant amount of on-going management, maintenance and funding after it is completed.  This work and commitment should not be underestimated, and the proposer should only go ahead with the trail development if they are fully committed to the long-term needs of the trail. 

Groups should liaise with Sport Ireland regarding Trails Registration on the National Trails Register (Insurance and ongoing maintenance). 

Have you sought a pre-assessment for your project?
If so, please submit this with your ORIS Application. 

Please see below links:
https://www.sportireland.ie/outdoors/trail-development
https://www.sportireland.ie/sites/default/files/media/document/2020-06/criteria_1.pdf


Why Register a trail?
• Provides confidence to trail developers that their trail meets the criteria 
• Allows trail management groups access to the national trails insurance policy 
• Gives assurance to the public that a trail is of an acceptable quality 
• Allows the trail to be listed on the Sport Ireland trails website 
• Allows the trail to be listed on Ordnance Survey maps 
• Provides a marketing opportunity for the trail management group
 • Provides an opportunity for introduction of Walks Scheme on the trail through the Department of Rural and Community Development and Local Development Companies


Trail Development Experience

It is advisable that the Project Developer attend Sport Ireland Trail Development courses and/or become familiar with the resources below, Ireland Outdoors publications:

(Available at https://www.sportireland.ie/outdoors/publications-resources ) 
· A Guide to Planning and Developing Recreational Trails in Ireland
· Classification and Grading for Recreational Trails
· Walking Trails Criteria for Ireland 


Further information also available here:

· Cara’s Accessibility and the Great Outdoors Resources 
https://caracentre.ie/fact-sheets/accessibility-and-the-great-outdoors-resources/
· Disability and Age Friendly measures should be incorporated line with the Universal Design Principles and as far as practicable, be accessible to all.
· The Great Outdoors – Accessibility | Active Disability Ireland


Further information available also from:
Post:	Community & Rural Development Section, Galway County Council, Prospect Hill, Galway:
Email:		outdoorrecreation@galwaycoco.ie
Contact:	Bernie Donnellan – bdonnell@galwaycoco.ie - 091 509578


























[bookmark: Section5]Exempted Developments 
Exempted development is development for which planning permission is not required. Categories of exempted development are set out in the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 as amended (Part 2 - Exempted Development Guidelines). They usually refer to developments of a minor nature, such as small extensions to houses, garden walls and so on. 
All development of land or property requires planning permission, unless it is classed as exempt.
However, if the property is in an Architectural Conservation Area, Special Amenity Area Order, or is a protected structure/listed building these exemptions do not apply.

Section 5 Declaration
A Section 5 - Declaration (i.e). The Decision as issued by the Planning Authority, which declares the Proposal as exempt or not, must be submitted with all ORIS Applications (if Planning Permission is not in place).
· A  Declaration of Exempted Development - Section 5 should be made in writing (hard copy only) to the Planning Authority, to determine whether a proposal requires permission or is considered exempted development:
[bookmark: _Hlk170290892]Exempted Developments - Section 5
Planning Department
Galway County Council
Áras an Chontae
Prospect Hill
Galway 
H91 H6KX
· The application should be accompanied by all relevant site maps and include a fee of €80
· The Planner will then assess the application and make a decision within four weeks
· The applicant can appeal the decision to An Bord Pleanala, accompanied by a fee (€210)



Exemptions:
157. (1) Where a planning application consists of or comprises development which, in the opinion of the planning authority, is development proposed to be carried out by or on behalf of a voluntary organisation, and which in the opinion of the planning authority— (a) is designed or intended to be used for social, recreational, educational or religious purposes by the inhabitants of a locality, or by people of a particular group or religious denomination, and is not to be used mainly for profit or gain, (b) is designed or intended to be used as a workshop, training facility, hostel or other accommodation for persons with disabilities and is not to be used mainly for profit or gain, or (c) is ancillary to development referred to in paragraph (a) or (b), a fee shall not be payable when making any such application. 
(2) Where a planning application consists of or comprises the provision of houses, or development ancillary to such provision, which is proposed to be carried out by or on behalf of a body approved for the purposes of section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 (No. 18 of 1992) and is not to be used mainly for profit or gain, a fee shall not be payable in respect of any such development.

Further information:
Planning and Development Regulations 2001 as amended 
Part 2 - Exempted Development Guidelines




















[bookmark: CIK]Contribution in Kind – All ORIS Projects - M1, M2 & M3
Up to a maximum of 5% of project cost, can be provided in various forms including the provision of plant and equipment and/or voluntary labour etc.
Grantee costs are excluded from this contribution.

Contribution in Kind as outlined by the Department of Rural & Community Development must be:
· Tangible, 
· Vouched 
· Verifiable

· Donated Materials e.g. aggregate, cement. The value of materials contributed must be verifiable and vouched (e.g. by an invoice or statement from the body donating the material certifying both volume/quantity and market value of donation). 
· Donated Plant e.g. tractor, trailer, concrete mixer etc. The completed voluntary timesheet captures the labour value attributable to donated plant. No contribution is attributable to donated plant.

 
The following are considered not acceptable as Contributions in Kind / Voluntary Labour by the Department of Rural & Community Development:  

· Project administration e.g. attendance at meetings, preparation of grant application forms
· Funding drawdown claims and management costs
· Contributions which cannot be verified such as routine litter picking, ongoing maintenance, cleaning, security and undertaking research 
· Labour provided by a participant on a Rural Social Scheme/TÚS/other exchequer funded scheme.
· Meeting with stakeholders such as Coillte/Forest Managers
· Meetings to discuss the project, visiting the site
· Seeking advice from stakeholders
· Linking in with various committees/ seeking advice and feedback from users of the trails
· Managing Budgets 
· Researching Products for the Project
· Meetings regarding decision making e.g. in relation to location of seating, types of trails etc., contacting suppliers
· Flowers donated to a project
· Litter picking

image1.png
Tionscadal Eireann
g Project Ireland




image2.png
Comhalre Chontae na Gallimbe
Galway County Council




image3.png
An Roinn Forbartha
Tuaithe agus Pobail
Department of Rural and
Community Development





image4.png
Ar dTodhchai -9-
Tuaithe o

Our Rural "'
Future e





