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Welcome to the August 2024 Newsletter of Galway County Public Participation Network (PPN)
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To submit news items for next Month - email ppn@galwaycoco.ie
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Next issue has a special focus on: Environment pillar of the PPN.

PPN News

GALWAY COUNTY PPN NEWS
PPN New Staff Member!

Welcome to Silvana!

mailto:dtuite@galwaycoco.ie


Photo from left to right: Duana Tuite, Silvana Falasca.

Silvana Falasca started as the Galway County PPN Support Worker in June 2024. She has a background in Film & TV, as well as
experience in public service. "I look forward to working alongside Duana Tuite (PPN Resource Worker) and everyone in the Galway
County PPN, and other organisations, and most importantly it is a privilege for me to serve the wider community". Silvana can be
contacted during office hours at: sfalasca@galwaycoco.ie   Ph. 091 378 922.

Galway County PPN attended Oughterard Public Information Event on Thursday 25th July 2024  

mailto:sfalasca@galwaycoco.ie






When a group registers it becomes part of the Galway County PPN Structure.
Registration is easy and free of charge!
Registered groups receive regular updates, information on funding opportunities and also benefit from advertising their own
community activities free of charge.

Register now: https://www.galwaycountyppn.ie/registration-form/

PPN NATIONAL NEWS
NATIONAL TRAIL CONFERENCE

From Saturday 31th August to Tuesday 3rd September 2024.

https://www.galwaycountyppn.ie/registration-form/?fbclid=IwAR2pB5CSCq3-4_ggQm41MJLgylM9Crz05BTp9u12bXrNlv45f2bfYume3Ks


Leitrim Development Company are delighted to invite you to Ireland's first National Trail Conference, a landmark event dedicated to
celebrating and enhancing our country's trail network. Mark your calendar for August 31st to September 3rd in Leitrim, and prepare
for an inspiring and engaging experience.

Read more HERE.

BARRIERS TO INVOLVMENT IN PUBLIC PARTICIPATION NETWORKS

Deadline to complete the survey is Thursday 19th September 2024. 

https://www.nationaltrailconference.ie/


S3 Solutions is an independent consultancy company who have been commissioned by the Department of Rural and Community
Development (DRCD) to carry out a piece of research to explore any barriers to involvement in Public Participation Networks (PPN).

There will be an initial initial exploratory survey, which you can access at the link below:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PPNQuestionnaire.

The survey will take you approximately 20 minutes to complete and the final report will be shared with stakeholders. PPN members
are encouraged to complete the survey, to help gather as much information and feedback as possible to inform the consultation
phase of the research.
The survey will be live until 19th September.

From Department of Rural and Community Development 
Public Participation Networks latest news - read more HERE.

An updated edition of a resource guide aimed at ensuring that marginalised and disadvantaged communities have opportunities to
participate in local planning and decision-making has been launched.
'A Guide for Inclusive Community Engagement in Local Planning and Decision Making'
Read more HERE. Digital Version of the Guide is HERE.

PPN MEMBERS SPOTLIGHT
HARVEST DAY IN GLENAMADDY COMMUNITY GARDEN - 13th July 2024

 Wonderful day and great turn out for digging of Sharon's Express early potatoes. 

 Everyone had a bucket of goodness heading home! 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2FPPNQuestionnaire&data=05%7C02%7Csfalasca@galwaycoco.ie%7Ce4208cbcbd79430b2ec708dcacb5aef7%7Cf917c0aa006d4d4392d2be552ee28f75%7C0%7C0%7C638575143567398963%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sanBTR1RTp2%2FBIt6F6vOe1qtovsNfqx201IK1tAKmcI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-rural-and-community-development/
https://www.gov.ie/en/news/b4571-public-participation-networks-latest-news/
https://www.gov.ie/en/news/994d2-new-how-to-reference-guide-for-inclusive-community-engagement/
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/274611/a547919e-0cf5-412b-8983-f260c8ed66ed.pdf#page=null


 Consultations 

LOCAL CONSULTATIONS
Notice of Public Consultation on Draft Noise Action Plan 2024 - 2028

Closing date is 4pm on Friday 30th August 2024.

County Galway Draft Noise Action Plan 2024 -2028 is now available to download on the Galway County Council consultation portal 
https://consult.galway.ie/

Submissions in relation to the Draft Plan may be made by any of the following options:

Electronically through Galway County Council’s Consultation Portal at the following address:

https://consult.galway.ie/   and select the Draft Galway Noise Action Plan 2024-2028.

Via email to:  noiseactionplan@galwaycoco.ie.

In writing marked “Submission - Draft Noise Action Plan 2024-2028” to Roads Section, Galway County Council Offices, County Hall,
Prospect Hill, Galway.

The closing date for receipt of submissions on the draft plan is 4pm on Friday 30th August 2024.

More consultations from Galway County Council HERE.

NATIONAL CONSULTATIONS
Statement of Strategy 2024 – 2026, Dpt. of Housing, Local Government & Heritage 

Closing date is 5pm, Friday 09 August 2024.

The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage is currently reviewing its Statement of Strategy for the period 2024 –
2026.

The Strategy reflects the Department’s commitments in the Programme for Government – Our Shared Future, Climate Action
Plan and the National Planning Framework among others. 

The Department is now inviting submissions in relation to its Strategy Statement. Please email your submission to
strategy@housing.gov.ie.

The closing date for receipt of submissions is 5pm, Friday 09 August 2024.

Consultations from Government HERE.

Funding

GRANT FOR BURIAL GROUND MAINTENANCE WORKS 2024  

Deadline for application: Friday 16th August 2024.

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconsult.galway.ie%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csfalasca@galwaycoco.ie%7C20594e328b8045b5ba3408dca03246fe%7Cf917c0aa006d4d4392d2be552ee28f75%7C0%7C0%7C638561385010373925%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Uukli8UHQLgeIepTnAhPXwD3UrkOEKZSQwe%2BVXqJUQY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconsult.galway.ie%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csfalasca@galwaycoco.ie%7C20594e328b8045b5ba3408dca03246fe%7Cf917c0aa006d4d4392d2be552ee28f75%7C0%7C0%7C638561385010384214%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=07k9Zk72XmdQieQ%2FwwDG5ZRjOWR6BY2EempvQe4sxYQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:noiseactionplan@galwaycoco.ie
https://consult.galway.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e05d-programme-for-government-our-shared-future/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e05d-programme-for-government-our-shared-future/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7bd8c-climate-action-plan-2023/
https://npf.ie/
mailto:strategy@housing.gov.ie.
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultations/


The Council encourages local communities to undertake the maintenance of their Burial 
Grounds and financial assistance is available for the work involved. 
Application Forms and Conditions for the above Grant are available on our website at www.galway.ie, or may be obtained from the
Environment Section, Galway County Council, Áras an Chontae, Prospect Hill, Galway - Tel. (091) 509510.
The closing date for receipt of completed Application Forms is Friday, 16th August 2024. 

Read more HERE.

COMMUNITY CENTRE INVESMENT FUND (CCIF) 2024

Deadline for application: Thursday 29th of August 2024.

Designed to support the development and refurbishment of community centres across Ireland. 

Supporting essential maintenance, retrofitting, and other necessary improvements, with grants of between €10,000 -
€100,000 towards capital costs to develop and enhance their existing community facilities.

Eligibility and Funding Scope

Existing community centres can apply for funding to cover a range of projects, including compliance with fire safety and building
regulations, energy efficiency upgrades, and essential maintenance works.

Application Process

The application process involves two stages: initial registration and formal application submission. Application window opens on 29th
of July 2024, with applications due by 29th of August 2024. Applicants can register online HERE ahead of the application open
date of the 29th of July.  

Support for Applicants

The Department is hosting online information sessions to assist applicants. The first session is scheduled for 25th of June 2024.
Additionally, tutorials and support resources are available to guide applicants through the registration and application process. 

For more detailed guidelines please see official press release HERE.

NEW SOLUTIONS FUNDING TO SUPPORT SOCIAL INNOVATION

Deadline to submit applications is 5pm on Friday 30 August 2024

Minister Joe O’Brien recently announced the ESF+ New Solutions Funding to support social innovation across the country.

The overall objective of New Solutions is to enhance the social innovation ecosystem in Ireland and is co-funded through the
European Social Fund+ 2021-2027 (ESF+), a European initiative aimed at reducing the risk of poverty and social exclusion, with an
emphasis on disadvantaged groups.

I would like to bring to your attention that the first call for applications under the New Solutions Social Innovation Fund is now open.
It provides up to €2.8 million to establish a Social Innovation Hub over the lifetime of the Programme.

For further details please see the official Press Release: gov - Minister Joe O’Brien announces ESF+ ‘New Solutions’ funding to
support Social Innovation across the country (www.gov.ie)

DAF Growing Social Enterprise Capital Fund

Deadline to submit applications is 5pm on Friday 20 September 2024

The fund will provide capital supports to assist enterprises to achieve their social, environmental and economic objectives, and to
improve their sustainability and impact.
This fund will support a wide regional spread of organisations, including those embedded in rural communities.

https://www.galway.ie/en/
https://www.galway.ie/en/news/name,48490,en.html
https://myportal.pobal.ie/SignIn?ReturnUrl=%2F
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fga%2Fpreasraitis%2Fb2827-minister-humphreys-announces-20million-community-centre-investment-fund%2F%23%3A~%3Atext%3DUnder%2520the%2520Community%2520Centres%2520Investment%2Cenhance%2520their%2520existing%2520community%2520facilities&data=05%7C02%7Csfalasca@galwaycoco.ie%7C916968b42e3d4e10a9e408dc99f85147%7Cf917c0aa006d4d4392d2be552ee28f75%7C0%7C0%7C638554539021950728%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B%2BHsstg%2FwKeLbK1NgY4WXnQXsP8zpYdiYTKcWT7qNQc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/c0c2e-minister-joe-obrien-announces-esf-new-solutions-funding-to-support-social-innovation-across-the-country/


The call will be divided into two Strands:
Strand A: Small grants of between €1,500 – 15,000
Strand B: Larger grants from €15,001 to €100,000

Watch this online Pre-Application Support video for both Strand A & Strand B applicants.

An Application Clinic will take place on Thursday, 12 September from 11am – 1pm. This webinar will provide further information
and supports to social enterprises applying for either Strand A or Strand B.
Click HERE to register for this event.
The closing date for applications is 5p.m. on 20 September 2024. Applications will not be accepted after this date.

Read more HERE.

Read more in the Department of Rural and Community Development’s DAF Growing Social Enterprise Fund Launch press
release HERE.

VISION SPORTS IRELAND ASSOCIATE CLUB FUNDING

Our Associate Club Programme is designed to support clubs and organisations that promote and facilitate sports for individuals with
vision impairments. More info can be found HERE.

COMING SOON! Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme Applications

Advisory Notice - ORIS Project]

Advisory notice for all Groups considering submitting applications under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme. Measures -
M1, M2, M3. More info can be found HERE.

Please Note: This scheme has not been launched as yet for this year.  
It will be circulated through this Network when it is launched by the Department.

Housing Adaptation Grant
The Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability is a grant for people with a physical, sensory, mental health
or intellectual disability.
It provides funding so you can improve how you enter and move around your home.

Read More HERE.

Housing Aid for Older People

https://youtu.be/Sq__d06Xn7E
https://ti.to/pobal/daf-growing-social-enterprise-fund-application-clinic-12th-september
https://www.pobal.ie/programmes/daf-growing-social-enterprise-fund/
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/c376c9-dormant-accounts-fund/
https://visionsports.ie/club-associate-funding/
https://www.galwaycountyppn.ie/funding-outdoor-recreation-infrastructure-scheme-oris-2024/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/housing/housing-grants-and-schemes/housing-adaptation-grant-for-people-with-disability/


Housing Aid for Older People - Read more HERE

Housing Adaptation Grant - Read more HERE

Training

GRETB Open Day - Wednesday 28th August 2024

SAVE THE DATE! Open Day on Wednesday August 28th 2024.

Drop in to find out what Further Education can do for you.
Galway and Roscommon Further Education and Training (GRETB).

GRETB has training centres across Galway County - The Open Day is in the City location - Tuam Road, Galway City, Galway,
Ireland

Courses starting in September. Apply now online at www.fetchcourses.ie

CONVERSATIONAL IRISH

Be confident using ‘cúpla focal’ to communicate at a basic level socially or for work.

 

CONVERSATIONAL IRISH (PART-TIME) - Reference: 425474

GRETB FET Centre, Tuam Road, Galway City.

Start Date 02/09/2024 - End Date06/12/2024 Duration14 Weeks

Apply now at https://www.fetchcourses.ie/course/finder?sfcw-courseId=425474

Ann McCormack, 091 566885, fetc@gretb.ie

CONVERSATIONAL IRISH -  Reference 426875   

Gort FET Centre Adult Education Centre – Dunmore Dumnore Co. Galway

Start Date 09/09/2024 - End Date23/12/2024 Duration15 Weeks 

Apply now at https://www.fetchcourses.ie/course/finder?sfcw-courseId=426875

https://galway.ie/en/services/housing/grants/haop/#d.en.23669
https://galway.ie/en/services/housing/grants/hag/#d.en.23668
https://www.fetchcourses.ie/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0WVNGlqZSYfvgCpe_CDv_wStPDJ7gjvCBdNNxhw0xauMTfBWGTz4MLZp4_aem_6B1nsgRwIu0DEUygv_adMg
https://www.fetchcourses.ie/course/finder?sfcw-courseId=425474
mailto:fetc@gretb.ie
https://www.fetchcourses.ie/course/finder?sfcw-courseId=426875


Claire Fahy, 091 630 624 claire.fahy@gretb.ie

GALWAY SPORT PARTNERSHIP'S ONLINE SAFEGUARDING (CHILD PROTECTION) 

LEVEL 1: online child protection in sport, basic awareness course (3 hours).

Suitable for everyone involved in children's sport.

LEVEL 2: online course for Club Children's Officers. (3 hours).

Participants must have completed Safeguarding 1 before attending. 

LEVEL 3: online course for Designated Liaison Person's .

Participants must have completed Safeguarding 1 before attending.

Different dates available. Cost is €20.00 per workshop.

More info HERE

The Wheel Members - Training

Community Groups can sign up with The Wheel to access their free training/services.
Information on Trainings available at https://www.wheel.ie/training

FREE Digital Literacy Courses with NCBI

Dereck Carolan, technology Trainer for NCBI, can help and support communities, specifically people with low sight or no sight and their
families. 
Website: https://www.ncbi.ie/supporting-you/technology/ncbi-labs/
Services Offered
•    Group training courses, projects, and talks that will enable the low-vision and no-vision     community to access their local area.
•    Technology assessments and demonstrations.
•    Technology clubs and webinars. 
To discuss further how we can work together moving forward. Please feel free to contact: dereck.carolan@ncbi.ie  or  086 608 6771.

Information on Springboard Courses

www.springboardcourses.ie  providing 11,000 free or heavily subsidised college courses for unemployed, self-employed or
returners to work.
Courses are free for the unemployed, previously self-employed and returners to the workforce.  
For others, 90 per cent of the course fee is funded by the Government, with participants required to contribute just 10 per cent of the
fee. Helpline – 1800 303 523 

NATIONAL PPN TRAINING
PPN Training resources 

The Department of Rural and Community Development (responsible for the PPN) provides training resources for PPNs.
Check out slides on Strategic Planning HERE.

PPN Stakeholders Training
The online only self-paced training videos programme for PPN stakeholders has been developed with SJI. Registrations for the online
only training is now open. Social Justice Ireland is providing this training on behalf of the Department of Rural and Community
Development. 

Social Justice Ireland will provide some support via the webform on each Module page. There are no scheduled classes as part of this
training.

This training is available to the following PPN Stakeholders:
-             PPN Workers
-             PPN Secretariat Members
-             PPN Representatives
-             PPN Member Groups 
-             Local Authority Staff

mailto:claire.fahy@gretb.ie
https://galwayactive.ie/events-calendar.php
https://www.wheel.ie/training
https://www.ncbi.ie/supporting-you/technology/ncbi-labs/
mailto:dereck.carolan@ncbi.ie
https://springboardcourses.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/en/news/b4571-public-participation-networks-latest-news/#training-sessions


-             Elected Councillors

To register, please complete the Registration Form at the following link:
Register for Training | Social Justice Ireland

LET'S TALK ABOUT SUICIDE

Free training opportunity!!

‘Let’s Talk About Suicide’, is a new, free, online suicide prevention training programme developed by the HSE National Office for
Suicide Prevention (NOSP).

Please see link to the training for full details:

‘Let’s Talk About Suicide’ – a new online training programme - HSE.ie

Mental Health Peer - Support

New dates for our training in Mental Health Peer-Support to all the community clubs and associations in your network.  
This training is offered free to all community volunteers in a drive to bring Peer-Support to the heart of communities as a critical part
of mental health awareness and suicide prevention.

Our next scheduled dates:
Course: Cycle Against Suicide's free* Community Mental Health Peer Support Training

Delivery: Online via Zoom from 7-10pm on 4 evenings over 2 weeks 

Dates:
September: Mon 23rd, Wed 25th & Mon 30th, Wed 2nd Oct - Open now 

To register: www.cycleagainstsuicide.com/register-to-become-community-buddy/

or email: training@cycleagainstsuicide.com 

*Training is free to over-18s, non-healthcare professionals who volunteer in a community club and association.

https://www.socialjustice.ie/register/register-training
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/4/mental-health-services/connecting-for-life/news/lets-talk-about-suicide-a-new-online-training-programme.html
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/4/mental-health-services/connecting-for-life/news/lets-talk-about-suicide-a-new-online-training-programme.html
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cycleagainstsuicide.com%2Fregister-to-become-community-buddy%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdtuite@galwaycoco.ie%7Cbe650bff3456456b1d2808dc5a10d4f7%7Cf917c0aa006d4d4392d2be552ee28f75%7C0%7C0%7C638484276036829652%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4Qq6xQ8U8Ep%2F0VuLG3510cabg6ITmMlGxM91w%2BR4dbY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:training@cycleagainstsuicide.com


Focus on: Social Inclusion Pillar

IRELAND AGAINST RACISM FUND 2024

Deadline for application: Wednesday 7th of August 2024 at 12.00

The Ireland Against Racism funding call is an important element in supporting the implementation of the National Action Plan Against
Racism.

All applications must be submitted electronically. More info can be found HERE.

SUPPORTING PEOPLE IN THE INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION PROCESS
Deadline for application: Monday 12th August 2024.

As part of St Stephen’s Green Trust’s (SSGT) strategic goal to contribute to a more humane asylum system in Ireland and it's
decade-long commitment to supporting people in the international protection (IP) system, the Trust is making funding available in
2024 for organisations with a track-record of advocacy work in relation to migrant issues.

Detailed criteria including links to the online application forms can be found HERE. 

More info about funding from St Stephen’s Green Trust (SSGT) can be found HERE.

Compassionate Communities in Palliative and End of Life Care Conference 

Monday 9th September 2024

We would like to hear from you if you are involved in supporting a project in the community which is aimed at supporting people with
life-limiting conditions or people dealing with dying, death, and loss in the community. These projects can be run by organisations, by
volunteers or a single individual. 

Please submit a short application by 5pm on Monday, 19 August. Submit your statement through this form.

Read more HERE

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/7e5dd-minister-joe-obrien-announces-the-appointment-of-the-special-rapporteur-for-the-national-action-plan-against-racism/
https://www.ssgt.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/VMGP-2024-Criteria.pdf
https://www.ssgt.ie/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu45497708.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.l-2F4KNs3u6fTuaRU97QqrbAB0PXqWW-2Fk9-2FHW17GV4mo9rJ3lhP7vZCtLmRFEvhJUe6O4E_8ShLte7Z5gyCVTKeEQ4yc-2Foy4Aoj0HBspujLNKQW8ZjLtpHXNMCQka0-2FG52VwxPzSYKQTEAY57L3xG0hMs-2BgN5IrwBr-2Ft9xR2x5cg6dBfDFu0uBnbMURi8UkkkR-2B6G1QEjPxTzMkHGc2uNwBa2r-2BCEthiUZbw4UEeQvx7JCHGD5qFWDW0ERYmWSQAxLR2QJeHypGtyXVZ-2FNeyR-2B-2F6s6tBFDS1hkCXWFe-2F3AszFB-2BOjejIK1VgDz96VlNIKM7E75ntAjO2edRb3dqnlDOuiwtYMK-2FXCQ5tKmKAr9KWiT-2Bkvxi2st2S0k5O1lxRnh25tl5P1XOS4cVyHuSbhRW09Y2eIMu4zrdOihBGPRw6lzxcciIuLuvRijmaW0GzGpsBxBAJqMCFcQydvC9Z0-2Fcva5nBIqS0bxI9Q3PmgdqnySefmdc8K8XM1OEQtx-2Fu4qbI-2Bit86yHwl3tjtdBw-2FQVvLooaGEOuQ2AR9FgJviiyTMxxV4-2BULnKnBcMxO2mIrA0HL8hbfCnfoVIpMC-2FMOPq0HHGhERyZpaQg-2BvJbSDuhCtobGo-3D&data=05%7C02%7Csfalasca@galwaycoco.ie%7Ccf3270a7a6de4d5b535408dcacb5024e%7Cf917c0aa006d4d4392d2be552ee28f75%7C0%7C0%7C638575142846667342%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fd%2Bfu5QxUdFiegL3G1zl50VYF0SB3NXoP1yh2fWSufM%3D&reserved=0
https://thepalliativehub.com/palliative-care-week-2024/compassionate-communities-in-palliative-and-end-of-life-care-conference/


INTRODUCTION TO IRISH SIGN LANGUAGE - 425374 

Adult Learner Centre, Moycullen, Co. Galway

Start Date 07/10/2024 Duration 6 Weeks

Apply now at https://www.fetchcourses.ie/course/finder?sfcw-courseId=425374

Audrey Byrne 086 065 3900 audrey.byrne@gretb.ie

 Galway County Council News

CONGRATULATIONS AND WELCOME TO ALL GALWAY COUNTY COUNCILLORS

https://www.fetchcourses.ie/course/finder?sfcw-courseId=425374
mailto:audrey.byrne@gretb.ie


Comhairleoirí nuathofa Chomhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe in Áras an Chontae
Newly elected Councillors for Galway County Council attending Áras an Chontae
Photo source 

From all at Galway County Participation Network (PPN), we wish all the Councillors new and returning, the very best in the years
ahead. We are looking forward to working with you!

The Public Participation Network (PPN) is a structure for public engagement and participation in Local Government in each Local
Authority area.
Galway County Public Participation Network has been established to enable people and community groups in County Galway to have a
say on issues that concern them.

It is an official platform for representation on policy making boards and committees of local authority and other bodies, and it works to
develop the Environmental, Social Inclusion, and Community & Voluntary pillars of the PPN.
Galway County PPN Newsletter is sent to County Councillors as well as PPN Groups each month by email.
Read more about PPN HERE.

National Heritage Week 17th – 25th August 2024

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=875916551241104&set=pb.100064683007268.-2207520000&type=3
https://www.galwaycountyppn.ie/


ARE YOU RUNNING AN EVENT? Heritage week is fast approaching us and is a great opportunity to showcase local heritage in Co.
Galway. The Heritage Week Portal is now open, so please register your event as early as possible at: -
https://www.heritageweek.ie

ATTENDING EVENTS? Each year Heritage Week kicks off on the third weekend of August and runs until the end of the following
weekend. Many national and hundreds of local community organisations participate by organising events throughout the country. Many
of the events that take place during the week are free and the programme highlights the abundance of great work that is carried out in
all communities in Ireland to preserve and promote our natural, built and cultural heritage. To find out all about the events taking place
around County Galway, log on to Home | National Heritage Week 17th – 25th August 2024

https://www.heritageweek.ie/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heritageweek.ie%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csfalasca@galwaycoco.ie%7Cd0d248647c9f4a81ca1208dcaafe055e%7Cf917c0aa006d4d4392d2be552ee28f75%7C0%7C0%7C638573255218284662%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lyM1ozFFaVJ%2Bn6nUKzwuuuHLhG5HVtVs1qwZLMYZtCc%3D&reserved=0


HOUSEHOLD ELECTRICAL WASTE

Any household waste electrical items, batteries or energy saving light bulbs accepted, large or small! From Fridges to Phones,
Laptops to Electric Lawnmowers, Toys to Power Tools, and everything in-between, WEEE recycle anything with a plug or battery!  
For further information contact WEEE Ireland https://www.weeeireland.ie/contact/
or 012999320.
Electrical, battery and lighting waste can also be recycled throughout the year at civic amenity sites in Tuam, Clifden and
Ballinasloe with full details at:
https://www.galway.ie/en/services/environment/wasteandlitter/civicamenitysites/

 News from the Departments 

Department of Rural and Community Development
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-rural-and-community-development/

A Guide for Inclusive Community Engagement in Local Planning and Decision Making

An updated edition of a resource guide aimed at ensuring that marginalised and disadvantaged communities have opportunities to
participate in local planning and decision-making has been launched.
Read more HERE.

https://www.weeeireland.ie/contact/
https://www.galway.ie/en/services/environment/wasteandlitter/civicamenitysites/
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-rural-and-community-development/
https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/bcc24-a-guide-for-inclusive-community-engagement-in-local-planning-and-decision-making/


Trading for Impact 2024-2027’ - Ireland’s National Social Enterprise Policy
This new policy has been designed to cultivate and sustain a strong and impactful social enterprise sector in Ireland that enriches the
social, environmental, and economic wellbeing of our communities.

The policy details five key objectives are: Building Awareness of Social Enterprise, Growing and Sustaining Social Enterprise,
Supporting the Green Transition, National and International Engagement, Impact Measurement. 

Read more HERE.

Funding related to this policy is below

DAF Growing Social Enterprise Capital Fund

Click HERE for information on the DAF Growing Social Enterprise Capital Fund 

Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-children-equality-disability-integration-and-youth/

Department of The Environment, Climate and Community
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-the-environment-climate-and-communications/

An Cúinne Gaeilge

CLUICHÍ, RANNTA AGUS SPRAOI
Dé Sathairn 03 Lúnasa 2024 ag a 10.30 r.n

https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/7abc2-trading-for-impact-national-social-enterprise-policy-2024-2027/
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/c376c9-dormant-accounts-fund/
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-children-equality-disability-integration-and-youth/
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-the-environment-climate-and-communications/


Bí linn do mhaidin spraíúil do theaghlaigh, Dé Sathairn 03 Lúnasa ag a 10.30r.n. Beidh Elaine Ní Bhroin linn ag spraoi cluichí agus ag
múineadh rannta dúinn! Tá an t-imeacht seo dírithe ar pháistí suas go 6 bliana d'aois. Níl aon chostas ar an imeacht seo, ach tá
spásanna teoranta, mar sin is gá clárú roimh ré trí theagmháil a dhéanamh le hAoife ag 085 137 2447 nó optgaeilgeabc@gmail.com.

Join us for a fun-filled morning for families, on Saturday 3rd August at 10.30am. Elaine Ní Bhroin will be with us to play some games
and teach us some rhymes 'as Gaeilge'. This event is aimed at children up to 6 years of age and is suitable for families who are
learning Irish! There is no cost for this event but spaces are limited so early registration is recommended.
Book your spot now by contacting Aoife on 085 137 2447 or optgaeilgeabc@gmail.com.

Ealaín na Gaeltachta 
Spriocdháta: 29 Lúnasa 2024.

Cuireann Ealaín na Gaeltachta fáilte roimh ealaíontóirí Gaeltachta iarratas a dhéanamh ar an Scéim Sparánachta 2024. Tá an scéim
dírithe ar ealaíontóirí, ag gach staid dá gcleachtas gairmiúil, in aon réimse nó réimse cleachtais sna healaíona, atá ag maireachtáil sa
Ghaeltacht agus ag feidhmiú trí mheán na Gaeilge.

Méid na Sparánachta:

1. €5,000 an t-uasmhéid d’ealaíontóir atá luath ina gcleachtas.
2. €10,000 an t-uasmhéid d’ealaíontóir atá níos aibí ina gcleachtas.

Spriocdháta: 29 Lúnasa 2024.

Tuilleadh eolais ANSEO.

Féile Ainm Cleite 

Ó Aoine 13th go Domhnach 15th Meán Fómhair 2024

mailto:optgaeilgeabc@gmail.com
mailto:optgaeilgeabc@gmail.com
https://www.glornanoilean.ie/


Coinnigh an Dáta oscailte!
Beidh Féile Ainm Cleite ar siúl arís i Meán Fómhair.

Tuilleadh eolais ANSEO.

Údarás na Gaeltachta

https://www.glornanoilean.ie/


Tá Údarás na Gaeltachta tar éis a bheith roghnaithe mar cheann de naoi bpáirtí déag i dtionscadal uaillmhianach chun éiceachórais
athúsáide, deisiúcháin agus athnuachana (RRR) a phíolótú i sé réigiún ar fud Iarthuaisceart na hEorpa (NWE). Is freagairt é seo ar an
méadú tapa ar dhramhaíl ó threalamh leictreach agus leictreonach (WEEE) sa réigiún, go príomha mar gheall ar shaolré níos giorra na
ngléasanna leictreonacha.

Is iad príomhchuspóirí Thionscadal E6:

Acmhainn Eorpach a thógáil le haghaidh athúsáid, deisiúchán agus athnuachan trealamh leictreach agus leictreonach, bunaithe ar shé
'éiceachóras píolótach'.

Tacú leis na héiceachórais seo trí 'Mhol Seirbhíse', chomh maith le méadú scála trí eispéiris foghlama le Pobail Chleachtais agus
abhcóideacht beartais.

Tuilleadh eolais ANSEO.

Notice Board / Events

AMDALAH AFRICA FOUNDATION - AMDAF

Closing date is 5pm on Monday 5th August 2024

SUSTAINABLE ART WORKSHOP
With Maria Hitchcox

Tuesday, August 6th 2024 at 11am

https://udaras.ie/2024/07/30/udaras-na-gaeltachta-roghnaithe-chun-ceann-de-she-eiceachoras-a-bhunu-chun-dul-i-ngleic-le-dramhail-mheadaitheach-o-threalamh-leictreach-agus-leictreonach-weee-in-iarthuaisceart-na-heorpa/


There are still places available for our sustainable art workshop with Maria Hitchcox on August 6th at 11am.
Booking is essential as spaces are limited. Please phone 091509551 or email ballinasloe@galwaylibrary.ie to book a place.

POETRY OF THE BOG

Saturday, August 10th 2024, starting at 10am

mailto:ballinasloe@galwaylibrary.ie


Whether a poetry lover or writer, a beginner, a listener or just curious, you are welcome to come along and enjoy a day of Bog Poetry
magic on Saturday, August 10th, starting at 10am.

For booking info: Email: gtcomountbellew@gmail.com  Call: 090 96 79765

SOUND BITS

Thursday 25th August 2024 at 1pm

HEDGEHOG STUDY

mailto:gtcomountbellew@gmail.com


Researchers from the University of Galway are looking for residents in County Galway to fill out a short online survey to tell us about
your garden and whether or not you have seen any hedgehogs. Please follow this link or scan the QR code to complete the
questionnaire – it will only take five minutes and you don’t have to know if there are hedgehogs in your garden to take part!

www.irishhedgehogsurvey.com/garden-hedgehogs

Following on from this, we would also like to visit some gardens in the areas of Kinvara, Craughwell and Clarinbridge and survey
for hedgehogs this summer.

TUAM LIBRARY
August Events

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.irishhedgehogsurvey.com%2Fgarden-hedgehogs&data=05%7C02%7Csfalasca@galwaycoco.ie%7Cd100a4143b3d47035b4008dcac8ee416%7Cf917c0aa006d4d4392d2be552ee28f75%7C0%7C0%7C638574976935524487%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qO0hGJUBFWEXbMVszCqCVLbXJhQDKWeVIzjdksJQSmM%3D&reserved=0


BIODIVERSITY SUMMER SCHOOL 

Not Stopping Now: Nature's Resilience Webinar Series

We are thrilled to announce a new series of webinars designed to help you reconnect with nature!
Hosted by the Climate Ambassador Programme in collaboration with The Heritage Council and The Biodiversity Officer Network, the
sessions will be focusing on a different aspect of our amazing biodiversity.

Webinar Schedule:
August 21st: Bats with Bat Conservation Ireland.
September 18th: Birds with Bird Specialist.
October 16th: Skies with Dark Sky Ireland.

Don't miss out — reserve your spot today!

Register HERE - Aug 21st 
Register HERE - Sep 18th 
Register HERE - Oct 16th 

https://eeu-antaisce-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2jpmxJXZSQKXscAJg6rGdQ?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1fsX5XSORHWKDr7trIHoI6IfkzTuIlsb94gDjYcjEPzDWHS3l0MtZl-CM_aem_qfyyhT94nLazQ5bZ589Yfg#/registration
https://eeu-antaisce-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LJgo9eOfR8OuSPSn6buGJA?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0mSUMYZtIcLD8VPRSw7WQ78vc55GM3WrOXRRfUsMQRHZuKKXeCyL5DUYQ_aem_CODmOAF9cj3dBtEbnqdSlQ#/registration
https://eeu-antaisce-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_O8_NvVHTShWXltln_QMPBA?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3zxJQUlqKR_qjvQ3AWR5LuIgsXt9F1kzNZ7_6cKvbsfefi8rMP9CDfh_o_aem_Notnc4GJbixcFQJth2TKHQ#/registration


Supports & Resources

MYWASTE

Help, encouragement and support for sporting clubs and organisations to implement simple and effective waste actions that will
positively impact environmental sustainability. 

For more information and to download the free MyWaste Sports Club Toolkit click HERE.

https://mywaste.ie/dispose-waste/sports-clubs/


Anam Cara:

We are there to help and support bereaved parents navigate the festive season.



Our Galway Face to Face meeting will be taking place 

Our online meeting for Anam Cara Galway and Mayo will take place  

If you know any bereaved parents who would like to join either of these meetings please get them to contact us on

085 288 8888 or info@anamcara.ie. 

As always Anam Cara offer their services free of charge for as long as needed.

GALWAY COUNTY AGE FRIENDLY PROGRAMME 2024

Age Friendly Ireland is the organisation responsible for the national Age Friendly Programme, affiliated to the World Health
Organization’s Global Network of Age Friendly Cities and Communities.

Age Friendly Galway County is delivered by Galway County Council and works to improve the services and facilities that our older
people have identified as being important to them, and the wider community, as they live healthy and active lives.

Info on the Galway County Council website HERE

More info on Age Friendly Galway County HERE

mailto:info@anamcara.ie
https://www.galway.ie/en/services/communityenterpriseeconomicdevelopment/inclusion/agefriendly/
https://agefriendlyireland.ie/programmes/local/galwaycounty/




Read more about Positive Ageing and supports for older people - Click the links below:

https://www.copegalway.ie/senior-support-service/positive-ageing-week/

https://www.galway.ie/en/services/communityenterpriseeconomicdevelopment/inclusion/agefriendly/

Ombudsman
The Ombudsman examines complaints from members of the public who believe they have been unfairly treated by certain public
service providers. The organisation also investigates complaints about failures by public bodies to provide accessible buildings,
services and information, as required under Part 3 of the Disability Act 2005.

The Ombudsman provides a free public service that is open and accountable. We examine complaints in a fair, independent, and
impartial way.

Volunteer Galway Events
Volunteer Galway events - Read more below:
https://volunteergalway.ie/volunteer-galway-events/

Other Organisation's Newsletters:

Healthy Galway City & County - Adele Rankin is the new Healthy Galway County Coordinator, in Galway County Council.  This is a
brand new Newsletter from County Galway, if you have news to submit related to health please contact Adele on
arankin@galwaycoco.ie
Read Newsletter HERE

Age Friendly Newsletter HERE.

Irish Environmental Network HERE.

Community and Disability Newsletter - Issue  HERE.

https://www.copegalway.ie/senior-support-service/positive-ageing-week/
https://www.galway.ie/en/services/communityenterpriseeconomicdevelopment/inclusion/agefriendly/
https://volunteergalway.ie/volunteer-galway-events/
mailto:arankin@galwaycoco.ie
https://www.galwaycountyppn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/CLICK-HERE-FOR-HEALTHY-GALWAY-JULY-NEWSLETTER.pdf
https://agefriendlyireland.ie/news/age-friendly-ireland-newsletter-friday-12th-april/
https://myemail-api.constantcontact.com/Connecting-Nationwide-this-April.html?soid=1101987987876&aid=Ck4fvyE3nyU
http://elink.disability-federation.ie/m/1/16411594/p1-b24086-47785b13a3ea4309a4f3d11b09ac2b8b/2/150/edca1667-35e8-4dee-8e11-2b0204034970


ALONE is a national organisation that enables older people to age at home.

To read the latest newsletter from Alone, just click the link below and click in the top corner of the Newsletter to change
the page... to read click HERE.

Link to Alone website here: https://alone.ie/

Directory of Services for Older People

Read Directory Online HERE.
Or see council website for information or to request a printed copy for your Centre/Service/Group:
https://www.galway.ie/en/services/communityenterpriseeconomicdevelopment/inclusion/agefriendly/  

Happy Holidays from the PPN Team!

Follow us on Social Media for the latest updates - click the round buttons below !

• Website: www.galwaycountyppn.ie
• Social Media Tag: #Galwaycountyppn

• Facebook: GalwayCountyPPN  | X: GalwayCoPPN
• Email: administrator@galwaycountyppn.ie

To submit news items for next Month - email ppn@galwaycoco.ie
*Submissions Deadline: 23rd of each month - for the following month's issue.

Next issue has a special focus on: Environment pillar of the PPN.

Le dea-ghuí (with kindest regards)

Duana & Silvana

Galway County PPN Team

Public Participation Network (PPN) Galway County
Líonra Rannpháirtíochta Pobail (PPN) Chontae na Gaillimhe

www.galwaycountyppn.ie | facebook.com/GalwayCountyPPN | X: https://x.com/GalwayCoPPN

https://heyzine.com/flip-book/e27c80ee78.html#page/6
https://alone.ie/
https://www.galway.ie/en/media/Directory%20of%20Services%20for%20Older%20People%20in%20Galway%20City%20and%20County.pdf
https://www.galway.ie/en/services/communityenterpriseeconomicdevelopment/inclusion/agefriendly/
https://www.facebook.com/GalwayCountyPPN
https://twitter.com/GalwayCoPPN
https://www.galwaycountyppn.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/GalwayCountyPPN/
https://x.com/GalwayCoPPN
mailto:administrator@galwaycountyppn.ie
mailto:dtuite@galwaycoco.ie
http://www.galwaycountyppn.ie/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FGalwayCountyPPN%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdtuite@galwaycoco.ie%7C60230c5c3cba4647459008dc3eba25ea%7Cf917c0aa006d4d4392d2be552ee28f75%7C0%7C0%7C638454216446229407%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RNLa50GIIoo6zIdquCWE7cJ1sxm4hkZPSiVVV9VZ324%3D&reserved=0
https://x.com/GalwayCoPPN
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